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PUBLIC RELATIONS
THE ASSOCIATION CONTINUED WITH ACTIVITIES HIGHLIGHTING 

ITS INDISPENSABLE ROLE FOR THE SCIENTIFIC AND RESEARCH 

INFRASTRUCTURE IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC IN 2018. WE ALSO 

WORKED ON ACTIVITIES AIMED AT SHARING EXPERIENCE WITH  

THE INTERNET COMMUNITY. 
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The Association organized seminars, conferences 
and workshops for the academic and professional 
public, each one dealing with a specific topic.  
We organized 16 events, including 13 national 
and three international, in 2018.
In February 2018, CESNET organized another 
annual Network and Services Security 
Workshop (see Fig. 1). It focused on the 
operation and security of networks, services 
and Internet applications. Traditionally, it dealt 
with current security topics and issues from 
the past months that are addressed in the 
administration of the CESNET e infrastructure. 
Its main feature was a presentation by the 
CESNET Forensic Laboratory named A Thin 
Red Line, aka Hacking Show 2. 
Two courses of Forensic Training, led by 
experience experts from the CESNET Forensic 
Laboratory, took place in 2018. During two 
days, training participants acquired not only 
a theoretical but also a practical background in 

forensic analysis of information technologies. 
A hot topic of 2018 was the introduction of the 
new European regulation General Regulation 
on the Protection of Personal data (GDPR, 
General Data Protection Regulation).
The Association organized a seminar on this 
topic, several weeks before its implementation 
in practice to let participants get a clearer 
understanding of the matter in question.
Another traditional CESNET Day, an informal 
meeting between Association experts and 
representatives of member organizations, 
took place in 2018, this time in Olomouc (see 
Fig. 2). Its main objective was to present the 
Association’s activities and build closer links 
with both the university and organizations in 
the Olomouc Region.
CESNET also held customary workshops and 
conferences such as the IPv6 Workshop,  
Grid Computing Seminar (see Fig. 3), 
Security Fest or Proactive Security.
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Computing Seminar in Prague3
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Network and Services Security Workshop1

CESNET Day in Olomouc2
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The Association hosted eight international 
workshops, such as a work meeting of Disk 
Pool Manager developers and administrators, 
the 42nd international meeting of members 
of the European Policy Management 
Authority for Grid Authentication or 
a consortium meeting and workshop for 
participants of the Clonets – CLOck  
NETwork Services project.
We became a partner for several events 
such as the Science and Technology Week, 
TSP 2018 conference or InstallFest. We set 
up our own booth at the second annual TIP 
Summit in London (see Fig. 4), the Science 
Research Innovation fair in Brno and  
Linux Days in Prague.
In the second half of 2018, CESNET, in 
collaboration with Trend Micro, organized the 
second annual The Catch contest (see Fig. 5). 
It tested the analytical and ‘hacking’ skills of 
449 players. Contest winners flew to Japan to 
take part in an international contest, in which 
their team came in sixth.
In early 2018, Association experts, in 
collaboration with AV MEDIA, set up an 
audiovisual connection for sports grounds 
holding an Olympic Festival, namely the Brno 
Exhibition Centre and ČEZ Arena in Ostrava. 
During the Tribute to the Brave gala concert 
held on the occasion of the presentation of 
the Václav Havel Human Rights Prize in 
October, CESNET specialists set up a live 
connection for artists from the Czech Republic 
and Slovakia. The concert was also available 
for watching online on the Czech Television 
website (see Fig. 6).

The Association also presented its activities 
on its website, which was kept updated 
throughout the year. In addition, we continue 
to administer a website for large research 
infrastructures in the Czech Republic in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sports of the Czech Republic. The 
Association also used social media to present 
itself, sharing its latest news, its employee’s 
achievements and information on conferences 
and other events. 
We issued 20 press releases in 2018, informing 
about the Association’s current activities. 
We registered a total of 230 media outputs, 
either printed or online, in 2018. For example, 
Association Director Jan Gruntorád made 
an appearance in the ČT24 studio on Czech 
Television or on Czech Radio Plus.

Booth at the TIP Summit in London4

The Catch contest5

Tribute to the Brave concert6
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ECONOMIC
RESULTS
THE ASSOCIATION MANAGED 
THE FUNDS ENTRUSTED TO IT 
PROPERLY IN 2018. ITS FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS WERE REVIEWED 
BY AN AUDITOR AND GIVEN 
AN UNQUALIFIED OPINION.
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PRINCIPAL  
(NON-ECONOMIC) ACTIVITIES
The four-year CESNET e-infrastructure 
project was in its third year in 2018.
As part of its principal activities, the Association 
continued building an e-infrastructure of a new 
quality to provide Association members and 
other entities eligible for connection to the 
CESNET2 network with a comprehensive set  
of services. The Association was also 
involved in the execution of international 
research projects under the EU Horizon 2020 
programme, grants from the Technology 
Agency of the Czech Republic, Ministry of the 
Interior of the Czech Republic and Norway 
Grants and projects of the Development Fund 
Board, as already mentioned in the previous 
section of the Annual Report. 
The Association’s principal activities in 2018 
generated an accounting profit of CZK 12,311 
thousand before tax. Revenues from the 
Association’s principal activities amounted  
to CZK 467,175 thousand; expenditures  
were CZK 457,812 thousand.
The income tax base for the Association’s 
principal activities in 2018 was positive, 
amounting to CZK 17,759 thousand.

ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES
The Association’s economic activities in 2018 
consisted primarily in holding a prevailingly 
bond-based portfolio of the Development 
Fund, comprising financial resources obtained 
by selling the commercial part of the CESNET 
network in 2000, and in managing financial 
resources in other funds.
The Association’s economic activities in 2018 
generated an accounting loss of CZK 850 
thousand. Revenues from the Association’s 
economic activities in 2018 amounted to  

CZK 122,310 thousand; expenditures  
on economic activities were CZK 123,130 
thousand. 
The income tax base for the Association’s 
economic activities in 2018 was negative,  
in the amount of CZK 2,085 thousand.

TOTAL ACCOUNTING 
AND TAXABLE PROFIT
CESNET had a total accounting profit of  
CZK 11,461 thousand before tax in 2018.
Its total income tax base after deducting tax 
base-reducing items was CZK 14,674 thousand. 
The Association paid income tax of CZK 2,918 
thousand for the year 2018, resulting in an 
after-tax profit of CZK 8,543 thousand.

CONCLUSION
The Association managed the entrusted 
funds properly in 2018, meeting all of 
its obligations resulting from legislation, 
decisions of the Ministry of Education,  
Youth and Sports of the Czech Republic  
and concluded contracts. Its financial 
statements for 2018 were reviewed by an 
auditor and given an unqualified opinion.

ECONOMIC
RESULTS
ECONOMIC RESULTS IN 2018
CESNET’S ACTIVITIES ARE DIVIDED INTO TWO 

CATEGORIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS STATUTES: 

NON-ECONOMIC AND ECONOMIC.
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